
MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 TO: Conservation Committee 
 FROM:  Maureen O'Meara, Town Planner 
 DATE: December 7, 2016 
 SUBJECT: Great Pond Boat Racks, 2015 and 2016 Season Report 
 
Introduction 
 
2016 is the seventh year of boat rack storage at Great Pond, managed by the Town of 
Cape Elizabeth. The Boat Rack program is operated on land owned by the Sprague 
Corporation in accordance with the terms of the easement granted to the Town of Cape 
Elizabeth. Below is a summary of the last 2 seasons' highlights. 
 
Boat Permit Issuance 
 
The number of permit applications is consistently in the low 80's. Thirty-two permits 
are issued using a lottery system. Both years, 2 lottery winners declined the permit and 
follow-up drawings were done from the applicant pool to award the last permits. 
Permit holders live all over town. 
 
Boat Rack Use 
 
In 2015, 4 permit holders did not use their slots to store a boat. In 2016, permit holders 
were encouraged to get their boats in place by July 4th, but 3 boat slots still remained 
unused. Anecdotal information is that applicants who are not successful in the lottery 
will contact permit holders who are not using their slot and arrange to use their boat 
slot, so non-use by permit holders may be higher. 
 
Periodic inspections 
 
Town staff periodically visit the boat racks. Compliance with boat storage rules is very 
high, with an average of 1 canoe a year requiring removal for storage off the racks.  
 
In 2015, two permit holders left their boats on the racks after the season ended. They 
were contacted and promptly removed the boats. In 2016, six boats remained after the 
season. The permit holders have been notified to remove the boats or risk removal by 
the town. 
 
Conclusion 
 



This remains a very popular program and compliance with the boat rack rules is also 
strong. Absent permission from the Sprague Corporation to add a third rack, demand 
will far exceed supply of available boat rack slots. 
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